[A reading from the Didache:]

But concerning baptism, 

thus shall ye baptize.


Having first recited all these things, 

baptize in living water.


But if thou hast not living water, 

then baptize in other water;


and if thou art not able in cold, 

then in warm.


But if thou hast neither, 

then pour water on the head thrice 

in the name of the Father 

and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.

Here ends the reading.

[A Reading from the first chapter of Mark:]

It is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way”

“a voice of one calling in the desert,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.’”

And so John came, 

baptizing in the desert region 

and preaching a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins.  

The whole Judean countryside 

and all the people of Jerusalem 

went out to him.  

Confessing their sins, 

they were baptized by him 

in the Jordan River. . . . 

And this was his message: 

“After me will come one more powerful than I,

the thongs of whose sandals 

I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  

I baptize you in water, 

but he will baptize with the Holy Spirit.”

Here ends the reading.

[A Reading from the 19th Chapter of the book of Acts]

While Apollos was at Corinth, 

Paul took the road through the interior 

and arrived at Ephesus.  

There he found some disciples 

and asked them, 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

They answered, 

“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”

“John’s baptism,” they replied.

Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.  He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.”

On hearing this, 

they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul placed his hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came on them, 

and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  

There were about twelve men in all.

Here ends the reading.

[A Reading from the 1st chapter of Genesis]

In the beginning 

God created the heavens 

and the earth.  

Now the earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of the deep, 

and the Spirit of God 

was hovering over the waters....

Here ends the reading.

[A Reading from John Chrysostom’s Baptismal Homily:]

As if he were about to lead you 

into heaven itself 

by means of these rites, 

he prepares to anoint 

your whole body 

with this spiritual oil 

so that his unction 

may armor all your limbs 

and make them invulnerable 

to any weapons the Enemy may hurl.

Here ends the reading.

A reading from the 30th chapter of the book of Exodus:

Then the Lord said to Moses, 

“Take the following fine spices: 

500 shekels of liquid myrrh, 

half as much of fragrant cinnamon, 

250 shekels of fragrant cane, 

500 shekels of cassia 

– all according to the sanctuary shekel – 

and a hin of olive oil.  

Make these into a sacred anointing oil, 

a fragrant blend, 

the work of a perfumer.  

It will be the sacred anointing oil.  

Then use it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, 

the ark of the Testimony, 

the table and all the articles.... 

Anoint Aaron and his sons 

and consecrate them 

so they may serve me as priests.  

Say to the Israelites, 

“This is to be my sacred anointing oil 

for the generations to come.  

Do not pour it on men’s bodies 

and do not make any oil with the same formula.

It is sacred, and you are to consider it sacred.  

Whoever makes perfume like it 

and whoever puts it on anyone other than a priest must be cut off from his people.”

Here ends the reading.

[A reading of the poem “The First Wave”]

The green wave

Rose up before me

Blocking the sky.

It broke into white

Expanding fan and cracked,

Undertow pulling my small

Feet out from under me.

I felt my bottom then

Scrape along the rough sand

When my father’s giant hand

Reached down to grab my arm

And wrench me out of water

Suddenly to dazzling light,

The ocean pouring off

My shoulders---

Baptism.

Here ends the reading.
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[A Reading from the 3rd chapter of John]

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  

He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 

for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 

no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”  

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?  

Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 

Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 

no one can enter the kingdom of God 

without being born of water and Spirit. 

What is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

Here ends the reading.

[A reading from Cyril of Jerusalem’s Second Lecture on the Mysteries of Baptism:]

As soon, then, as you entered, 

you put off your tunic.... 

Having stripped yourselves, 

you were naked.... 

O wondrous thing!  

You were naked in the sight of all, 

and were not ashamed....”

Here ends the reading.

[The New Testament gives us several pieces of clothing:]

- Jesus said, “I am going to send you what my Father has promised, but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Lk 24:49)

- Paul continues the thought:  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires, to be made new in the attitude of your minds, and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.   (Ephesians 4:22-24)

.... Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers; against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (Ephesians 6:10-17)

- So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. (Romans 13:14)

And when not engaged directly in battle:

- All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another... (1 Peter 5:5)

- As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. ... And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  (Colossians 3:12-14)

- You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Gal 3:26-27)

Here end the readings.

[And in the letter to the Romans we hear:]

Don’t you know 

that all of us who were baptized 

into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death?  

We were therefore buried with him through baptism 

into death 

in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new life.  

If we have been united with him like this 

in his death, 

we will certainly also be united with him 

in his resurrection.

Here ends the reading.

